Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.092; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.9.
In the title compound, [Hg(C 9 H 7 O 4 ) 2 (H 2 O)] n , the Hg II ion is five-coordinated by three acetylsalicylate anions and water leading to the formation of a coordination polymer extending parallel to (001). O-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds are effective in the stabilization of the crystal structure.
Related literature
For general background to metal complexes with acetylsalicylate as a ligand, see: Manojlović-Muir (1973) ; Garcia et al. (2003) ; Greenaway et al. (1984) ; Fujimori et al. (2005) ; James et al. (1998) ; Vasquez-Arciga et al. (2004) ; Ma & Moulton (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Hg(C 9 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2006) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2006) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SIR92 (Altomare et al., 1994) ; program(s) used to refine structure: CRYSTALS (Betteridge et al., 2003) ; molecular graphics: Mercury (Macrae et al., 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: CRYSTALS.
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Comment First crystal structure of copper and acetylsalicylic acid (ASA) metal complex was reported by Manojlović-Muir (1973) which was reinvestigated by Garcia et al. (2003) . Various other metal complexes of ASA have been also reported (Greenaway et al., 1984; Fujimori et al., 2005; James et al., 1998; Ma & Moulton, 2007; Vásquez-Árciga et al., 2004) . For further investigation of the ASA complexes, we synthesized the title compound.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains two molecules of ASA, and a bridging water molecule coordinated to the Hg II ion. The molecular arrangement around Hg II is shown in Fig. 1 . Crystal structure analysis shows that the carboxylate of the ASA molecules interacts with Hg II in a monodentate fashion while acetyl group O atom of one of the ASA molecules coordinated to Hg II ion forming a coordination polymer. The uncoordinated O atom of the carboxylate form intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds with bridging water molecule resulting in the build up of a two-dimensional network parallel to the (001) plane ( Fig. 2 and Table 1 ). Within this layer exist also weak C-H···O interactions (Table 1) .
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by adding a solution of acetylsalicylic acid (36 mg, 0.2 mmol) dissolved in methanol (5 ml) to a mercuric chloride (27 mg, 0.1 mmol) dissolved in methanol (5 ml) in a 2:1 ratio respectively. After 3-4 days, colourless crystals of the title compound were obtained on slow evaporation of the solvent.
Refinement
H atoms bound to the C and O were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms,with respective C-H and O-H distances of 0.95 Å and 0.82 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C, N). 
Crystal data [Hg(C 9 C3-C2-C7-C6 −0.9 (8) C12-C11-C16-O7 −179.7 (4) C1-C2-C7-C6 176.7 (5) C10-C11-C16-O7 1.5 (7) C3-C2-C7-O3 176.7 (4) C16-O7-C17-O8 −0.4 (7) C1-C2-C7-O3 −5.7 (8) C16-O7-C17-C18 180.0 (4) Symmetry codes: (i) −x+2, −y+1, −z+1; (ii) −x+2, −y+2, −z+1.
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °) 
